Happy New Year and a fond adieu to the old. It has been another remarkable year. A year filled with jeers and cheers. A year of accomplishments and renewed commitments. This was most evident at our recent annual meeting in Tucson, Arizona. The International Cancer Education Conference, a.k.a. the annual AACE/CPEN meeting, was true to its billing as an international conference. Kudos goes to the co-chairs of the meeting Sheryl Ness (Mayo Clinic) and Amr Soliman (University of Nebraska), and all the members of their Committee as well as to Maria Bishop who along with her team did such a marvelous job with local arrangements. The setting and substance for this year's meeting was truly inspirational. This year's conference theme was Cancer Education in Diverse Populations: Disparities, Genomics and Innovations. As the co-chairs explained, the theme was Bchosen to highlight the global perspective of educational issues across the continuum of the cancer experience for patients and their families with a focus on serving the needs of special populations and addressing disparities in cancer care. From prevention through treatment, to survivorship or end-of-life care, cancer educators and researchers are at the forefront of this evolving practice promoting excellence in cancer patient education, services, and cancer care.^The quality of the presentations at the meetings gets better and better. There were far too many superb presentations to mention in this editorial. The schedule, per usual, was packed from early Wednesday mornings preconference workshops to the closing ceremony of late Friday afternoon. This year's Harvey lecture was given by Diane Zipursky Quale who along with her late husband, John, launched the Bladder Cancer Advocacy Network-BCAN (www.bcan. org). BCAN's mission is to advance research, provide information and support, and raise awareness on bladder cancer. Her presentation left no doubts as to the breath and success of their organization. She recounted its remarkable growth from its nascent beginning as a private conversation between husband and wife to today's incredibly successful and supportive organization. I encourage all to visit their website to see how you can become a bladder cancer advocate.
Thanks go to outgoing President Gilad Amiel for inviting her. The opening plenary sessions were given by Dr. David Alberts (Can Diet and Physical Activity Prevent Cancer Progression) followed by Dr. Charles Kelly (The Genomic Revolution, Patient Education and Shared Decision Making). Other plenary sessions were proffered by Drs. Harris and Loescher (Skin Cancer Prevention Education), Dr. Judith Kaur (Cancer Education with American Indian and Alaska Native Populations), and Drs. Korczak and Lei (NCI R25 cancer Education Program). One of the highlights of the annual meeting is the awarding of the Dr. Margaret Hay Edwards award. This year's recipient was Dr. C. Michael Brooks (and his lovely bride Diane) who is the past president of the AACE (1994) and an internationally renowned cancer educator. Michael has been a fixture at our meetings for many years and has mentored countless educators throughout his career. In addition to these sessions, there were many concurrent sessions in which valuable and innovative information was presented.
As in all past meetings, opportunities for rekindling old acquaintances and extending professional networks abounded. The setting for this year's meeting, the Loews Ventana Canyon Resort, was a perfect place for relaxation and interaction. I saw many a private confab taking place at the pool, the spa, and along the lovely desert walking trail.
Highlights included a stargazing experience and dinner at the botanical garden (who would have thought that a nonalcoholic sage punch could taste so good). As you start planning activities for the New Year, please make a point of reserving 14-17 September 2016 when we will be holding our next annual meeting in Bethesda, Maryland, at the Hyatt Regency Bethesda. Please visit www.attendiced.org for details as they develop. Make a New Year's resolution to bring some new members into the association and to the meeting.
At the annual meeting, we also witnessed the passing of the leadership gavel from Gilad Amiel to Amr Soliman. Gilad did a remarkable job despite being separated from us by thousands of miles having relocated from Baylor and to the Ramban Health Care Campus in Haifa, Israel, where he is Director of Urology. I suspect that in addition to his continuation in our association, he will become even more active in the European Association for Cancer Education. Amr Soliman, as many of you know, is a world-renowned authority in cancer epidemiology/cancer education and has led numerous projects in northern Africa. To that end, he is leading a team to increase our membership in Africa. He and others within the association recently attended the AORTIC meeting in Morocco. The outcome from that meeting has been quite encouraging. Kathleen Heneghan reports that the AACE was well received. Attendance at the presession was about 75 people. Early reports are that 45 to 60 individuals completed forms for membership. Copies of the JCE were readily snatched up and gone by lunch of the first day. Thanks to Amr; the Director of the UICC was the moderator for our session and expressed interest in developing a collaboration between the UICC and the AACE. So, it looks as if the association will experience significant growth in the international market in the year 2016 and beyond. I will be reporting more on these activities in forthcoming issues.
The annual meeting is also when we hold the annual editorial board meeting of the JCE. We welcomed new editorial board members to the meeting as well as Melissa James who is our new Publishing Editor at Springer. At the meeting, I was pleased to report a bevy of positive metrics. The impact factor of the JCE is now at 1.23 where only two short years ago, it was 0.88. A journal's impact factor is the average number of citations received per paper published in that journal. A rising impact factor is a reflection of the increasing quality of articles published and to the diligence of our reviewers. The JCE now ranks among the top 20 (15th place) of medical education journals. We continue to see an increase in the number of articles submitted to the journal as well as those from nonNorth American countries. We hope that this trend in quality and geographic diversity will continue in the years ahead. In the first issue of last year's Journal I reported that the number of downloads via Springer link has grown over the past three years from 19,000 to nearly 42,000 downloads. This past year, we experienced nearly 46,000 downloads. Since 2012, submissions to the Journal have more than doubled in a rejection right has tripled. While the JCE is becoming more selective, we remain true to our roots in nurturing trainees and first time authors and assisting them in the publication of their first works. In this issue of the Journal, you will also find a roster of reviewers who contributed their time and knowledge to the evaluation of manuscripts received this past year. Thank you to all the authors and reviewers, of these wonderful manuscripts.
In this issue, you will find a book review proffered by Dr. Melany Cueva. The book of interest is co-edited by one of our members (Carolyn Messner) and entitled BHandbook of Oncology Social Work: Psychosocial Care for People with Cancer^. Melany uses terms like Ba must read for all oncology practitioners^, Bcomprehensive^, Bextensive^, Bcomprehensive overview^. Dr. Cueva's review is also a must read! Let me close by wishing you all a healthy, productive New Year and offer for your reflection the last stanza of BThe Death of the Old Year^by Lord Alfred Tennyson.
His face is growing sharp and thin. Alack! our friend is gone, Close up his eyes: tie up his chin:
Step from the corpse, and let him in 
